210                             TO HIS WIFE.
montese grammar and dictionary, that I may learn
Piedmontese and miss none of the asides when they
talk to one another in that idiom. After I wrote
to Lucy we dined. The Duchess talks to me alone
in one of the outer rooms for about half an hour
after dinner; then she and the ladies absent them-
selves for half an hour and EapalloI talks to me.
He gave me an article to read in the Fanfulla on
the spirit and sense which the Prince had shown
in China, which had given them much pleasure.
Then the Duchess and the ladies return, and tea is
brought, and the Duchess plays patience, and we
all sit and talk to her and one another till about
eleven. Eapallo smokes the whole evening; but
I think he has a good heart, and I am touched by
the way he remembers the children, and all about
the house and grounds at Harrow, and even about
Toss and Eover. Breakfast is now at eleven, but
they had it at ten on Saturday morning for my
benefit, and I will tell you that it is at the end of
breakfast that you should drink Asti, slightly iced;
then it is in perfection. At eleven I took my
leave, and Eapallo accompanied me to the boat and
saw me off. It was a dull day at first, but after
dinner it cleared, and it happens to be just the
portion of the lake from Luino to Locarno which
was new to me. It is deeply Italian and indescrib-
ably beautiful. At the villages, high on the hills,
with their campanili, I am never tired of looking,
and anything so paintable never was seen. I can
well understand why the artists are so fond of Italy
1 Count Eapallo, the Duchess of Genoa's second husband.